
History Vault
Historical, archival materials are an often overlooked 
treasure when it comes to legal studies and legal research.

ProQuest History Vault provides digital access to primary 
source materials relating to the development and 
implementation of the rule of law throughout U.S. history. 
Read letters and reports from civil rights organizations 
describing how they worked to get federal legislation 
passed. Trace the development of the NAACP’s legal 
campaigns as they fought in the courts to overturn 
discrimination in education, employment, housing, the 
armed forces, and the criminal justice system. Examine key 
government records that describe the federal response to 
key events such as the Freedom Rides, My Lai Massacre 
and Watergate. Study organizational records from key 
women’s groups that fought for equality under the law.

Here is a sampling of the types of primary source material 
found in History Vault that directly support legal studies 
curricula and research.

Civil Rights
NAACP Papers—Board of Directors, Annual 
Conferences, Major Speeches, and National 
Staff Files
• Behind-the-scenes correspondence regarding the 

NAACP’s legal strategy for civil rights litigation

• Documents related to lobbying efforts for civil  
rights legislation

• Speeches and the resolutions passed at the 
annual conferences

NAACP Papers—The NAACP’s Major Campaigns: 
Education, Voting, Housing, Employment, 
Armed Forces
• Legal cases files on discrimination in education, voting, 

housing, employment, and the armed forces

• Letters to the NAACP from ordinary citizens seeking 
legal assistance

• Case files from the 2-year campaign against 
discrimination in education, culminating in NAACP’s 
victory in Brown v. Board of Education

• Case files from after 1954, as the NAACP took on legal 
cases regarding discrimination in education all over the 
United States

• Voting rights documentation from early cases against 
the “white primary,” discriminatory registration 
practices and the “grandfather clause” to the passage 
of the Voting Rights Act in 1965

• Efforts to combat employment discrimination 
including state fair employment practices laws, 
nondiscrimination clauses in collective bargaining 
contracts, boycotts of major corporations and 
presidential orders requiring equal opportunity in 
federal contracts
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NAACP Papers—The NAACP’s Major 
Campaigns: Scottsboro, Anti-Lynching, Criminal 
Justice, Peonage, Labor, and Segregation and 
Discrimination Complaints and Responses
• Records on the Scottsboro case, one of the most 

celebrated criminal trials of the 20th century

• Documentation of the campaign to enact of anti-
lynching legislation 

• Legal cases pertaining to discrimination in the criminal 
justice system

• Legal correspondence documents legal strategies and 
the evolution of constitutional law and race relations 
for historical insight on the use of the law in the service 
of racial prejudice

• Files shed light on the network of civil rights attorneys 
working on behalf of the NAACP

NAACP Papers—The NAACP’s Major Campaigns: 
Legal Department Files
• Consists of the working case files of the general 

counsel and legal department staff for the period from 
1956 to 1972

• Documentation of the organization’s aggressive 
campaign to bring about desegregation throughout the 
United States, particularly in the South

• In total, this module contains over 600 cases from  
34 states and the District of Columbia

• Cases pertain to school desegregation, abuses of 
police procedure, employment discrimination,  
freedom of speech, privacy freedom of association  
and housing discrimination

NAACP Papers: Special Subjects
• Organizational records and personnel file of the NAACP 

Legal Department itself, featuring a large subseries on 
Thurgood Marshall 

• Efforts to remove The Birth of a Nation from 
movie theaters

• Prison conditions throughout the United States

• Documentation on voting rights, school desegregation, 
urban riots, and the War on Poverty

• Prosecution of conscientious objectors during 
World War II

• Vigilante violence and economic retaliation against 
Blacks in Mississippi in the 1950s
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Pages 1 and 4 from a 1944 letter from Jackie Robinson requested legal assistance after he was arrested for refusing to leave 
his seat in a bus at Camp Hood, Texas



NAACP Papers: Branch Department, Branch 
Files and Youth Department Files
• Branch files in chronicle the local heroes of the civil 

rights revolution via NAACP branches throughout the 
United States, from 1913-1972

• Contributions local leaders including attorneys, 
community organizers, financial benefactors, students, 
mothers, school teachers and other participants

• Branch Files for 1956-1965 cover the height of 1960s 
political activism:

 – Hundreds of local civil rights cases inspired by the 
Brown v. Board of Education ruling

 – Voter registration and voter turnout drives

 – Campaigns for local fair housing and fair 
employment statutes

 – Efforts to influence policies of local boards of 
education and local housing authorities

 – Pressuring local congressmen to support federal 
civil rights

Black Freedom Struggle in the 20th Century: 
Federal Government Records
• Department of Justice files on lynching, the push for 

antilynching legislation, and the civil rights movement

• Commission on Civil Rights coverage of discrimination 
in education and police brutality

• Response of law enforcement to civil rights 
demonstrators

• FBI files related to civil liberties, privacy, use of 
government surveillance

• Kerner Commission files and 1960s riots

• President Truman’s Committee on Civil Rights—the 
committee called on the federal government to take the 
lead for civil rights reform and provided 34 far-reaching 
recommendations for specific national, state, and 
local action

• Peonage cases (forced labor)

Black Freedom Struggle in the 20th Century: 
Organizational Records and Personal Papers, 
Part 1
• A. Philip Randolph Papers, documenting Randolph’s 

role in the fight for legal equality and economic rights

• Bayard Rustin Papers, documenting the career of this 
behind-the-scenes activist who served as a key adviser 
to A. Philip Randolph and Martin Luther King Jr. Also 
includes files on labor law reform

• Southern Christian Leadership Conference voting  
rights files; use of public demonstrations to effect 
legislative change

• Documentation on the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and 
March on Washington 
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From Commission on Civil Rights files on police brutality

First page of June Shagaloff memo regarding segregated schools 
outside the South



Black Freedom Struggle in the 20th Century: 
Organizational Records and Personal Papers, 
Part 2
• Records of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating 

Committee (SNCC) and Congress of Racial 
Equality (CORE)

• The SNCC collection includes correspondence, project 
files, internal reports, and printed materials generated 
by the SNCC organization as it challenged racial 
barriers, faced internal crises, and sought a leadership 
role in the fight for desegregation, voting rights and 
Black power

• Legal issues centered on CORE’s Scholarship, 
Education and Defense Fund for Racial Equality 
(SEDFRE)

—  Most of the cases litigated by SEDFRE involve 
CORE civil rights workers in the South, cases 
brought against CORE itself, and various civil rights 
“test” cases (i.e. testing the availability of public 
accommodations; federal school desegregation, 
equal opportunities and voting rights legislation)

• Congressman Arthur W. Mitchell Papers

—  The first Black American Democrat elected to 
the U.S. Congress, Mitchell became an important 
champion of President Roosevelt’s New Deal. 
Papers include records on antilynching legislation 
and the case of Mitchell v. U.S. regarding 
discrimination in transportation

Black Freedom Struggle in the 20th Century: 
Federal Government Records, Supplement
• Ford administration files of Civil Rights Division of the 

Justice Department detail implementation of federal 
civil rights law from 1973 through 1977

• Reagan administration documents cover:

 – Affirmative action

 – The Bob Jones University and Grove City College 
discrimination cases

 – Busing and school desegregation

 – Fair housing

 – Passage of legislation for Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day 

 – The Civil Rights Restoration Act of 1988 

 – The Voting Rights Act of 1992

Civil Rights In the 20th Century
African American Police League Records
This module documents how beginning in 1968 African 
American policemen in Chicago attempted to fight against 
discrimination and police brutality and improve relations 
between African Americans and the police department. 
The stated purpose of the AAPL was to establish greater 
professionalism in law enforcement, to elevate the image 
of the African American police in the African American 
community and to eliminate police brutality in 
law enforcement. 

• Includes items on numerous law enforcement and civil 
rights organizations across the country 

• Materials on the suspension of AAPL executive director 
Renault Robinson from the Chicago Police Department 
and related lawsuits

• Documents pertaining to the National Black 
Police Association
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CORE correspondence regarding police brutality in Binghamton, New York. 
Congress of Racial Equality Papers, Part 3: Scholarship, Educational and 
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First page from annual report of the Department of 
Justice’s Civil Rights Division



Southern Life, Slavery, and the Civil War
Slavery and the Law
• Documents related to the treatment of enslaved people 

as people and property, such as records revealing how 
humans could be bought and sold but also subject 
to taxation

• Materials illustrate how slave-holding and the 
law interacted

• Petitions to Southern courts and legislatures 
offer firsthand evidence into the legal actions and 
considerations of the time

• Divorce petitions

• State Slavery Statutes, 1789-1865

Confederate Military Manuscripts and Records 
of Union Generals and the Union Army
• Military Discipline during the Civil War: Courts Martial 

Case Files from the Records of the Judge Advocate 
General: files from courts martial, courts of inquiry and 
investigations by military commissions that occurred 
between 1861 and 1866

• Civil War Era Correspondence of the Judge Advocate 
General, Letters Received, 1854-1870: letters sent by 
military officers and enlisted men, as well as from 
cabinet officers and members of Congress. Courts-
martial and military discipline feature overwhelmingly 
in the letters

• Military Intelligence during the Civil War: Provost 
Marshal Records on Spies, Scouts, Guides and 
Detectives chronicle Civil War experiences of men and 
women in the Union and Confederate governments 
tasked with gathering intelligence on military forces 
and civilian populations or with maintaining law and 
order in border areas and militarily occupied areas

Reconstruction and Military Government after 
the Civil War
• Correspondence of the U.S. Army’s Office of Civil 

Affairs as it oversaw the military government in the 
South after the Civil War including letters, petitions, 
court proceedings and internal documents related 
to elections

• Requests for assistance in legal matters, from disputes 
over debts contracted before the war to corrupt courts, 
voter intimidation and capital murder

• Documents related to fair administration of the election 
process including the appointment of loyal registrars 
and voter registration
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An Example of a Petition Analysis Record and a petition in Slavery and 
the Law.



Slavery, the Slave Trade, and Law and Order in 
19th Century America
This module focuses on the development of the federal law 
enforcement apparatus in the 19th Century. The Letters 
Received by the Attorneys General series documents a 
wide range of legal issues confronting the United States 
in the years from 1809-1870. Topics include Indian affairs; 
daily tasks of U.S. marshals, district attorneys, and court 
officers; land claims; the Fugitive Slave Act of 1850; 
treaties; maritime law, including large numbers of ship 
seizures for varying reasons; military affairs, including 
courts-martial; piracy; prize cases; postal system issues 
including mail theft; and the rights of freedmen and 
freedwomen during Reconstruction. Official Opinions 
of the Attorneys General of the United States regarding 
the Slave Trade reproduces all opinions issued by the 
attorneys general between 1817 and 1870, except for the 
years 1846–1847 and 1850–1852. The Official Opinions 
cover many aspects of the slave trade, including the 
Amistad case, the coastwise slave trade and steamboat 
travel, and the Creole case. In addition, this collection also 
covers other topics, such as runaway slaves; rights of “free 
persons of color;” relations between the federal government 
and American Indians, including treaties, removal, and 
claims; maritime issues, including piracy, prizes, seizures, 
and tariffs; courts-martial; Civil War issues, including 
blockade running, the Fort Pillow massacre, and Abraham 
Lincoln’s suspension of the writ of habeas corpus; and the 
Reconstruction Acts.

Women’s History
Margaret Sanger Papers: Smith College 
Collections and Collected Documents
Covering every aspect of the early birth control movement, 
including the movement’s changing ideologies, its 
campaign for legitimacy and its internal conflicts and 
organizational growth. The collection includes a series 
of records covering legal briefs, decisions, and testimony 
related to the trials in which Sanger or one of the birth 
control organizations she led was a participant. 

Cases documented in the collection include: 

• 1912 IWW strike at Lawrence, Massachusetts. Sanger 
testimony on striker’s children

• 1915-1916 U.S. v. Margaret Sanger. Sanger’s indictments 
for violating the Comstock Act in publishing The Woman 
Rebel; attorney’s briefs and correspondence; and the 
nolleprosequi filed by the U.S. Attorney

• 1915 State of New York v. William Sanger. Documents 
relating to court case resulting from arrest of Sanger’s 
husband for distributing her pamphlet Family Limitation 
to an undercover agent

• 1916-1919 State of New York v. Margaret Sanger et 
al. Court case arising from arrests of Sanger, Ethel 
Byrne and Fania Mindell for opening the Brownsville 
Clinic in October of 1916, including records of their 
unsuccessful appeal to the U.S. Supreme Court

• 1917 Message Photo-Play v. Bell (BIRTH CONTROL) 
Legal appeal of New York City Commissioner of 
License’s decision prohibiting public showing of film 
titled “Birth Control,” produced by Message Photo Play 
and featuring Sanger
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Struggle for Women’s Rights, 1880-1990: 
Organizational Records
• Women’s Action Alliance: women’s rights, child care, 

employment law, health care, child care
• National Woman’s Party Papers: the campaign for the 

suffrage amendment from 1913-1920
 – National Woman’s Party proposed the first draft of 

the Equal Rights Amendment in 1923
 – See how social movements influence Federal 

legislation and lobbying
• League of Women Voters: documentation of almost 

every facet of women’s involvement in U.S. politics 
from 1920 to 1974

Women’s Studies Manuscript Collections from 
the Schlesinger Library: Voting Rights, National 
Politics, and Reproductive Rights
Collections on voting rights, national politics and reproductive 
rights featuring:
• Helen Gardener, NAWSA lobbyist whose ability to 

influence members of Congress would make many 
highly paid modern lobbyists look like amateurs

• Florence Allen, first woman to sit on the Ohio Supreme 
Court, and the first on the United States Court 
of Appeals

• Alice Stone Blackwell, daughter of Lucy Stone and 
architect of the 1890 merger of suffrage organizations

• Harriet Laidlaw, a key figure in the birth control 
movement, the international peace movement and the 
Consumers’ League

• Interviews regarding family planning and reproductive 
rights, including interview with Estelle Griswold 
(of Griswold v. Connecticut)

• Mary Ware Dennett, a pioneering activist for 
reproductive rights

Women at Work during World War II: Rosie the 
Riveter and the Women’s Army Corps
• Two major sets of records documenting the experience 

of American women during World War II: Records of 
the Women’s Bureau of the U.S. Department of Labor, 
and Correspondence of the Director of the Women’s 
Army Corps

• Emphasis on issues such as recruiting, public support 
for the WAC, personnel matters like discipline and 
conduct, and race

• Personnel matters including a series of records arranged 
in alphabetical order by last name of the WAC officer or 
enlisted person being discussed, including investigation 
reports and exhaustive witness testimony transcripts on 
topics such as abuse of alcohol, being absent without 
leave (AWOL), or sexual misconduct. Courts-martial file 
contains additional material related to discipline

American Indians and the American West 
American Indians and the American West,  
1809-1971
• Focuses on the interactions between American Indians, 

white settlers and the U.S. federal government in the 
19th century, as well as records of the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs in the 20th century

• Letters Received by the Attorney General: spans 
1809-1884 chronicling the implementation of a federal 
law enforcement system in the states west of the 
Mississippi River

• U.S. Army in the Era of Indian Removal: Case Files 
of Military Courts and Commissions: documents 
military courts of inquiry centering on questions of 
tactical missteps in the Creek Campaign, Florida 
Campaign, and Cherokee removals of 1835-1837, 
violent interactions between white and American Indian 
populations in the 1860s and 1870s, and a series of 
courts-martial of military officers in the 1870s-1880s

American Politics and Society
Thomas A. Edison Papers
• Laboratory notebooks, diaries, business records, 

correspondence and related materials cover the life, 
work and vision of Thomas Edison

• The complete set of Edison’s patents (he was issued 
1,093 between1869 and 1933) in chronological order 
by issue date 

• Litigation series contains records relating to civil  
court litigation, along with records of Patent 
Office interferences
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Pages from a patent interference involving Edison and John Toby 
Sprague. From the Thomas A. Edison Papers, Folder ID 003509-046-0318



Immigration: Records of the INS, 1880-1930
• Investigations made by the Immigration and 

Naturalization Service (INS) during immigration wave 
at the turn of the 20th century

• Bureau of Immigration’s law enforcement-related 
functions regarding prostitution and white slavery, and 
suppression of alien radicals

• Investigation files of inspectors who, in cooperation 
with local authorities, raided houses of prostitution 
searching for immigrants within three years of arrival 
who could be deported on grounds of moral turpitude 
in violation of the 1907 Immigration Act

• Files on suppression of radical aliens document 
notable figures, including Luigi Galleani, George 
Andreytchine, Giovanni Baldazzi, Emma Goldman, and 
Salvatore Schillaci

Law and Society since the Civil War:  
American Legal Manuscripts from the Harvard 
Law School Library
• Includes behind-the-scenes correspondence of 

Supreme Court Justices from the landmark Brown 
v. Board of Education case, Civil War diaries and 
correspondence of Oliver Wendell Holmes Jr.

• 11 collections from the Harvard Law School Library, 
highlighting three Supreme Court Justices, the first 
Black federal judge, high-profile cases, and insights into 
developing ideologies and laws, as far back as 1861 
with the Papers of Oliver Wendell Holmes, which span 
from the Civil War to the Great Depression

• The Papers of Louis D. Brandeis and Felix Frankfurter 
provide a behind-the-scenes view of the Supreme Court 
between 1919 and 1961

• Coverage of the case of Italian immigrant laborers and 
philosophical anarchists, Nicola Sacco and Bartolomeo 
Vanzetti, accused of the 1920 murder of a paymaster 
and his guard in South Braintree, Massachusetts

• Memo from Justice Felix Frankfurter regarding the 
legislative history of the Fourteenth Amendment; 
Frankfurter and his law clerks wrote this legislative 
history in connection with the Court’s decision in the 
landmark Brown v. Board of Education decision

Pinkerton’s National Detective Agency Records
During its colorful 150-year history, the oldest company of 
private investigators in the United States, pursued some 
of the nation’s most notorious criminals. The records 
of Pinkerton’s National Detective Agency consist of an 
Administrative File, Criminal Case Files, and the Family 
Directors File.

The criminal case files consist of correspondence regarding 
the cases reports from operatives, mug shots, reward 
notices, and wanted posters on some of the Pinkerton’s 
most well-known cases including:

• Butch Cassidy, the Sundance Kid (Harry Longabaugh) 
and the Wild Bunch Gang

• John Dillinger

• The work of agent James McParland in infiltrating the 
Molly Maguires

• Allan Pinkerton’s role in thwarting the 1861 
assassination plot against Abraham Lincoln

• Investigations of train robberies, bank robberies, 
murder, fraud, and forgeries throughout the  
United States
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Records of the Children’s Bureau, 1912-1969
Founded in 1912 as part of the Federal Government’s new 
commitment to promoting individual and family welfare, 
the Children’s Bureau played an active role in the design 
and administration of many important social welfare 
measures, including:

• The 1921 Sheppard-Towner Maternity and Infancy 
Act, which authorized federal grants for state level 
children’s health initiatives, including midwife training 
programs, licensing procedures for maternity homes, 
and research and data collection on maternal and 
infant mortality

• Regulation of child labor, including the 1916 
Keating-Owen Act

• Establishment of standards for juvenile courts

• Reports on children in day institutions, detention 
homes and foster homes

New Deal and World War II: President Franklin  
D. Roosevelt’s Office Files and Records of 
Federal Agencies
These office files constitute the heart and soul of the 
administrative record of the Roosevelt White House. 
They highlight the domestic and foreign concerns of the 
President and his administration including:

• Packing the Supreme Court and the Judicial 
Reorganization Bill

• Bank Holiday and the Emergency Banking Act

• Social Security legislation

• Agricultural Adjustment Act and Farm relief

• Gold standard, monetary reform and the Gold 
Reserve Act

• Coal strikes, labor, and the Smith-Connally Act

• Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938

• Schechter Case and Unconstitutionality of the 
National Recovery Administration

• J. Edgar Hoover and domestic surveillance

FBI Confidential Files and Radical Politics in  
the U.S., 1945-1972
Under the leadership of J. Edgar Hoover, the FBI vigorously 
investigated and tracked the activities of Communist 
groups, Communist-front groups and other radical 
organizations in the United States. This module highlights 
issues of government surveillance and civil liberties 
such as:

• J. Edgar Hoover’s office files; documentation on the 
FBI’s so-called “black bag jobs,” as they were called 
before being renamed “surreptitious entries” and the 
“Do Not File” File

 – The “Do Not File” file consists of records that were 
originally supposed to be destroyed on FBI Director 
J. Edgar Hoover’s order but through both intended 
and inadvertent exceptions to this order, large 
portions survived

 – The “Do Not File” Files offers insights into FBI 
policies and priorities at the highest level, the scope 
of the bureau’s investigations of subversives, 
the purposes of investigations of both liberal 
and conservative activists, and the bureau’s 
relationships with other intelligence agencies

 – Files pertaining to the Socialist Workers Party and 
the Weather Underground, both dating from the 
early 1970s

• Records of the Subversive Activities Control Board 
(SACB) constitute one of the most valuable resources 
for the study of left-wing radicalism during the 1950s 
and 1960s
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American Politics in the Early Cold War—Truman 
and Eisenhower Administrations, 1945-1961
Topics include:

• Creating a democratic government in Japan

• Denazification in Germany

• Establishment of NATO

• Political battles between the President and Congress, 
including debate over the passage of the Taft-Hartley 
Act and Truman’s veto of the McCarran-Walter Act

• Truman’s seizure of the steel industry

• McCarthyism, including Army-McCarthy hearings

• Civil rights initiatives and civil rights legislation

• U.S. recognition of Israel

• Crises in the Middle East

• Explore the political considerations involved 
with legislative initiatives during the Eisenhower 
Administration including the Civil Rights Act of 1957, 
Submerged Lands Act of 1953, and National Defense 
Education Act

American Politics and Society from JFK to 
Watergate, 1960-1975
• Official transcripts of proceedings in the four major 

Watergate trials

• War on Poverty

• Administrative history of the Department of Justice

• Church Committee investigation of the assassination 
of President John F. Kennedy

• Presidential commissions on women’s rights, violence, 
law enforcement, and campus unrest

• Records of the Department of Justice Cabinet 
Committee on Drug Law Enforcement

• FBI files on the American Indian Movement and on the 
Weather Underground Organization

• FBI files on White Supremacist Organizations

 – Records of the National Commission on Marijuana 
and Drug Abuse, 1970-1973

 – Records on U.S. Army Surveillance of “dissidents” 
from 1965-1972

Students for a Democratic Society, Vietnam 
Veterans Against the War, and the Anti-Vietnam 
War Movement
• The 1971 Winter Soldier Investigation , consisting 

of testimony from over 100 veterans about the war 
crimes witnessed in Vietnam to show that the war itself 
was the true crime

• The 1971 Operation Dewey Canyon III, which 
catapulted VVAW to a position of leadership within  
the antiwar movement. Dewey Canyon brought  
VVAW leader John F. Kerry to national attention as a 
result of his testimony before the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee

• Cases of numerous veterans perceived as political 
prisoners

• Coverage of the Gainesville 8, VVAW leaders indicted 
for conspiracy to riot
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Workers, Labor Unions, and  
Radical Politics

Labor Unions in the U.S., 1862-1974: Knights of 
Labor, AFL, CIO, and AFL-CIO
Since the end of the Civil War, labor organizations in 
the U.S. have been involved in a broad range of reform 
movements. They often formed alliances with other groups 
to sponsor or lobby for desired legislation or to support 
the election of favorable candidates. Leaders of state 
labor movements have exerted their influence in behalf of 
protective legislation for children; elimination of race, sex, 
and religious discrimination; improved education; political 
reform such as direct primaries and changes to the voting 
age; tax reform; conservation; and consumer protection; 
as well as movements such immigration restriction and 
exclusion. 

• The American Federation of Labor Strikes and 
Agreements File, 1898-1953: these files report on 
the progress of negotiations with employers and 
the conduct of strikes and lockouts. Many of the 
files include detailed reports of AFL field organizers, 
correspondence of local union officials with national 
headquarters, advice to local unions from national 
headquarters and from prominent AFL legal counsels, 
detailed accounts of strike and negotiating strategy, 
and documents revealing government efforts to 
resolve disputes 

• Other subjects on which the collection proves most 
valuable are the impact of changing federal labor laws 
and administration on the conduct of local unions and 
jurisdictional competition between rival unions

Workers, Labor Unions, and the American Left in 
the 20th Century: Federal Records
A wide range of collections documenting the American 
workers and labor unions in the 20th century, with a special 
emphasis on the interaction between workers and the U.S. 
federal government.

Highlights include:

• Strike Files of the U.S. Department of Justice provides 
a remarkably complete record of the Department 
of Justice’s evolving policies of intervention in labor 
disputes and documentation on the major strikes 
during the period from 1894-1920

• Papers of the President’s Mediation Commission cover 
labor struggles by Arizona and Montana copper miners, 
the infamous deportation of Industrial Workers of the 
World affiliated miners in Arizona in July 1917, and the 
tumultuous situation among workers in the Chicago 
meat-packing industry

• Government surveillance files consist of U.S. Military 
Intelligence Reports on radicals from 1917-1941 and 
Department of Justice investigations of the Industrial 
Workers of the World (IWW), the Communist Party, and 
the use of military force by the federal government in 
domestic disturbances between 1900 and 1938

• Other collections cover labor strife during World War II, 
and records on migratory labor in the 1950s and 1960s

Page from testimony in the Sacco-Vanzetti case



International Relations and  
Military Conflicts

Nazi Looted Art and Assets: Records on the 
Post-World War II Restitution Process
This module focuses on the diplomatic, legal, and political 
maneuvering during and after World War II regarding 
German art looting in Europe, recovery of cultural objects 
dispersed during World War II, efforts by the U.S. and other 
Allied Powers to prevent the secreting of Axis assets in 
Latin America and other regions; claims from victims for 
financial or property restitution from the Federal Republic of 
Germany (FRG); other claims cases; and meeting minutes, 
background materials, and claims cases regarding the 
Tripartite Commission for the Restitution of Monetary Gold. 

• Looted art documents primarily related to negotiations 
and litigation for return of items to legitimate owners. 
Notable cases include paintings by Albrecht Durer, rare 
postage stamps, gold medals, and historic coins

• Claims from victims or their relatives for financial 
compensation or property restitution from the FRG 
government. With their assets confiscated, many 
victims lived under financial hardship after the war

• Swiss claims to property seized by the U.S. in 1942 
under the Trading with the Enemy Act; and the 
Interhandel Case involving Interhandel-owned stock in 
the General Aniline & Film Corporation

• FBI and State Department records on the “Safehaven 
program” intended to deny any “safe haven” for Nazi-
looted assets. This included blocking Germany from 
transferring assets to Switzerland and other neutral 
countries, enabling properties looted by the Nazis to be 
returned to their owners, and preventing the escape of 
key German personnel to neutral havens 

World War II: U.S. Documents on Planning, 
Operations, Intelligence, Axis War Crimes,  
and Refugees
• Files on evacuation of the Japanese from the 

West Coast

• FBI Files on the case of Tokyo Rose.

• Nuremberg War Crimes trials documents from 
the Office of United States Chief of Counsel For 
Prosecution of Axis Criminality 

• Potsdam Conference Documents–covering issues 
such as international boundaries, war reparations, 
occupation of Germany and status of emperor in Japan

Vietnam War and American Foreign Policy, 
1960-1975
Consists of numerous collections on the Vietnam War, two 
of which pertain directly to legal issues.

• Westmoreland vs. CBS: 1980s libel case that had its 
origins on January 23, 1982, when the CBS television 
network broadcast the 90-minute CBS Reports 
program, “The Uncounted Enemy 
A Vietnam Deception” 

• War crimes (My Lai Massacre)
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