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Initiating Local Business Sponsorships of Online Databases 
Your library needs more resources. Local businesses need the community’s goodwill. These needs provide a mutually beneficial opportunity! In a time of growing library use and dwindling resources, libraries and businesses can combine resources to give patrons access to the reliable information they need.

How to proceed
1. Is there an online resource the library would like to provide for patrons but cannot afford?  Identify an online resource that is not currently available through the library and the associated subscription or access costs. 

2. Consider local businesses that would benefit from sponsoring the online resource your library needs. For example, a local travel agency, Rotary Club (known for its international exchange program), or company with global ties and markets may be interested in sponsoring an online cultural information resource, like CultureGrams™. A local business or the Chamber of Commerce could sponsor a business database that would serve its research needs, as well as the community’s business research needs.  

3. Determine what the library can offer the sponsoring business in exchange for the database. Consider creating a sponsorship program with bronze/silver/gold levels to encourage corporate giving to the library.  

Here are some reward ideas that can be used together or separately:

a. Post a printed placard mentioning the database(s) and the company(ies) that provided it next to each library computer.

b. Place the name and/or logo of the sponsoring company next to the database name on the library Web site’s list of electronic resources. 

c. Note the company’s sponsorship in the library’s printed or e-newsletter, or donate space in each issue to the company for advertising.

d. Write a press release for the local newspaper announcing that x company donated an online database for local residents. Consider a joint press release which the sponsoring company could distribute through its media channels. 

e. Create a highly visible “Business Sponsors” link on your library home page and a “Business Sponsors” page that includes a link to the business’s Web site. 

f. Consider an interactive sidebar or pop-up window that lets database users send a thank-you note to the donor(s) who have provided help to the library.

4. After establishing the benefits of sponsorship, send the potential business sponsor a letter explaining the proposition and how they can benefit from the sponsorship. Follow up on the letter with a call. Be persistent and don’t be deterred!

Sample Library Letter to a Potential Local Business Sponsor 
[Library Name]
[Library Address]

[Date]

Dear [Business owner or manager]:
The [Library Name] would like you to consider partnering with us to provide much-needed resources to our community. Successful businesses rely on quality services and trust to create satisfied and faithful customers. Working with your local library is a way of bringing your company greater exposure and goodwill.
One of our community’s current needs is [name and describe the need]. We’d like you to consider sponsoring [database name] for at least one year to help the library meet our users’ demand for such information and tools. The cost of providing this service to our library patrons would be [x] dollars per year.  
As members of the community, you and your employees would have access to [database name] both in the library and from your business computers, via the library Web site; [database name] will provide access to authoritative and reliable [business/cultural/etc.] information for making business decisions and serving your customers better.  
The recession has created high demand for library services and information, but has made funding them more difficult than ever. While search engines, like Google, may provide basic information about a subject, it is difficult to find authoritative and reliable content. One way libraries can provide rich resources is by subscribing to electronic databases that are as easy to use as Google, yet provide focused, reliable information. Used at the library or from patrons’ homes, these tools provide valuable information to individuals and families doing research—and at a much lower cost than print materials. 
In exchange for your gift to the community, the library would recognize your company publicly in the following ways [list sponsorship benefits below]. 
· Benefit A

· Benefit B

· Etc. 

Our aim is to demonstrate our mutual commitment to bettering our community, providing resources that meet our patrons’ real needs, and offering quality [business services/cultural information/student resources/etc.] to the families and households of [name city, county, or area]. 
Thank you for considering how we can partner to meet the information needs of our community!  I will call you next week to follow up and answer any questions.
Sincerely,

[Name and Title]
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