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Hartford Courant (1764–1990)
A front-row seat to the American Revolution

AMERICA’S LONGEST CONTINUOUSLY published newspaper, the Hartford Courant is literally older than 
the nation. It provides historians and other researchers a front-row seat from which to view the birth of an 
independent nation. 

In the Courant’s pages, today’s researchers will find firsthand accounts of colonists’ reaction to the Stamp 
Act, reports of the Boston Tea Party, and a copy of the Declaration of Independence. The newspaper’s 
existence was so crucial to the rebels’ cause during the American Revolution that when its paper mill 
burned, the Connecticut legislature authorized a lottery to build a new mill. 

This publication also chronicles slavery in the United States, capturing the complexity of the debate by 
simultaneously publishing ads for the capture of fugitive slaves and writing in opposition of the Fugitive 
Slave Act. It became a staunch supporter of Abraham Lincoln’s 1860 presidential campaign. 

To study life in the U.S. from its very formation during the American Revolution, to its near collapse during 
the Civil War, and to its growth throughout the 20th century, start here, with ProQuest. 

Curriculum Focus

• Business

• Economics

• Government

• History

• Military History

• Multidisciplinary 

• Political Science

• U.S. History

Why the Hartford Courant? 

• Full access to this historical newspaper: Users can study the progression of issues over time by 
browsing issues of the Hartford Courant, which offers coverage of 1764-1990, including news articles, 
photos, advertisements, classified ads, obituaries, cartoons, and more.

• Insight into multiple perspectives: Not only does presenting this newspaper on the ProQuest platform 
allow for cover-to-cover browsing of complete issues of this newspaper, but users can find a broader 
view of issues and events by cross searching all of ProQuest’s complete runs of historical newspapers. 

• User-friendly support tools to facilitate research: Users benefit from the ability to search by more than 
20 article types, keyword, date ranges, specific dates, author and more. They can also focus on relevant 
information quickly with hit-term highlighting and download articles and images in PDF format. 

• Award-winning, user-friendly interface: ProQuest was awarded Best Interface in the 2015 Charleston 
Advisor Reader’s Choice Awards: “It is much more intuitive and easy to use than previous versions. It includes 
improved document viewing, easier navigation…Kudos to ProQuest.”

To learn more or request a free trial, contact us at www.proquest.com/go/D9369.




