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Detroit Free Press (1831-1999) 
“On Guard Since 1831” in the Motor City

TEN PULITZER PRIZES. Four Emmy Awards. One hundred and sixty-eight years of coverage. The first 
issue of the Detroit Free Press came hot off the presses on May 5, 1831 as The Democratic Free Press and 
Michigan Intelligencer, before Michigan had even entered statehood. This historic newspaper was first in 
many ways: First U.S. newspaper to print a regular Sunday edition. First U.S. newspaper to publish court 
testimony. It sent reporters to Civil War battlefields to describe the action, set up a Washington bureau 
to report on politics, and was the first American newspaper published in Europe when it began a London 
edition in 1881. 

Scholars of labor relations, union history, and the automotive industry will find the Free Press a fundamental 
and must-have resource for insight on the birth of the Motor City, development of the United Automobile 
Workers (UAW) and auto manufacturing. Art and architecture. The race riots of 1943 and 1967. The Detroit 
Tigers. Stevie Wonder and The Supremes. In addition to these defining characteristics of Detroit, the Free 
Press also provides the scoop on national and international events from a regional perspective, as well as 
detailed coverage of daily life in the community. 

Curriculum Focus:  

• African-American Studies

• American Studies

• Anthropology

• Business

• Culture

• Economics 

• Government

• History

• Human Development

• International Studies

• Journalism

• Labor Relations

• Music

• Political Science

• Sociology

• Sports History

• Urban Planning

• U.S. History and Immigration

Why the Detroit Free Press? 
• Full access to this historical newspaper — Every part of every page: Users can study the progression of 

events over time by browsing full-text, full-image issues of The Detroit Free Press, which offers coverage of 
1831-1999, including news articles, photos, advertisements, classified ads, obituaries, cartoons, and more. 

• Insight into multiple perspectives: Not only does presenting this newspaper on the ProQuest platform 
allow for cover-to-cover searching and browsing of complete issues of this newspaper, but users can 
find a broader view of issues and events by cross searching all of ProQuest’s complete runs of 
historical newspapers.  

• User-friendly support tools to facilitate research: Offered on the intuitive ProQuest platform, users 
benefit from the ability to search by page and article. They can also focus on relevant information quickly 
with hit-term highlighting and download articles and images in PDF format.     

• Award-winning, user-friendly interface: ProQuest was awarded Best Interface in the 2015 Charleston 
Advisor Reader’s Choice Awards: “It is much more intuitive and easy to use than previous versions. It includes 
improved document viewing, easier navigation…Kudos to ProQuest.”

To learn more or request a free trial, contact us at www.proquest.com/go/D9369

http://www.proquest.com/go/D9369



