
Los Angeles Sentinel (1934–2005)
The perspective of the Los Angeles African-American community 

FROM ITS EARLIEST beginnings when it urged African-Americans not to “spend your money where you 
can’t work,” the Los Angeles Sentinel has exposed prejudice, promoted social change, and empowered the 
black community. 

By accessing more than 70 years of cover-to-cover reporting, today’s readers view the Depression through 
the eyes of African-Americans in the 1930s. They can follow the grass-roots struggle against the racially 
restrictive housing covenants of the 1940s. Researchers can follow Roy Wilkins’ column, “The Watchtower,” 
and see how he attacked efforts to label civil rights activists as “communists” during the Cold War. Today, 
this independent publication continues to cover community and world issues from the unique cultural 
perspective of the Los Angeles African-American community. 

Curriculum Focus

• African-American Studies

• Arts and Literature

• Civil Rights

• Culture

• Genealogy 

• Education

• History

• Journalism

• Multidisciplinary

• Political Science

• Religion

• Social Sciences

• Sports History

• Urban Planning

Why the Los Angeles Sentinel? 

• Full access to the perspective of the Los Angeles African-American community: Users can study the 
progression of issues over time by browsing issues of the historic newspaper, which offers coverage of 
1934-2005, including news articles, photos, advertisements, classified ads, obituaries, cartoons,  
and more.

• Insight into multiple perspectives: Not only does presenting this newspaper on the ProQuest platform 
allow for cover-to-cover browsing of complete issues of the Los Angeles Sentinel, but users can find a 
broader view of issues and events by cross searching all ProQuest’s historical newspapers, such as the 
Los Angeles Times and The New York Times with Index. 

• User-friendly support tools to facilitate research: Users benefit from the ability to search by more than 
20 article types, keyword, date ranges, specific dates, author and more. They can also focus on relevant 
information quickly with hit-term highlighting and download articles and images in PDF format. 

• Award-winning, user-friendly interface: ProQuest was awarded Best Interface in the 2015 Charleston 
Advisor Reader’s Choice Awards: “It is much more intuitive and easy to use than previous versions. It includes 
improved document viewing, easier navigation…Kudos to ProQuest.”

To learn more or request a free trial, contact us at www.proquest.com/go/D9369.




