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COUNTRIES COVERED
China, 1911-1941

The reports of American military attachés and their staffs in China 
during the period 1911-1941 provide valuable documentation on 
key military and political events in 20th-century China as well as on 
social and economic conditions. Political and military events covered 
in the reports include the revolution of 1911; the 21 Demands 
(1915); the struggle between Chiang Kai-shek’s Kuomintang forces 
and the Communists; Japanese occupation of Manchuria (1931); and 
the Sino-Japanese War that began in 1937. There is also a series 
brief biographies on Chinese generals. Beyond political and military 
related reports, military attachés reported on social and economic 
conditions in areas such as Yunnan, Tibet, and Foochow. Reports also 
cover topics such as railroads, public works, Japanese and Koreans 
living in China, boycotts of Japanese goods, and missionaries.

France, 1919-1941

Intelligence reports on France focus on a variety of topics, many    
of them relating to the aftermath of World War I and relations with 
Germany between 1919 and 1941. Reports pertaining to French 
foreign affairs cover topics such as France’s occupation of the Ruhr 
Valley from 1923 to 1925, the Kellogg-Briand Pact, relations with 
Italy and Turkey, and French colonies in Africa.

Reports on internal French political conditions pertain to 
elections, labor organizations, and radical politics including 
communism and socialism.

Germany, 1919-1944

Germany intelligence reports for 1919-1941 cover the 
aftermath of the Treaty of Versailles and the founding of 
the Weimar Republic (1919); the economic crisis of the 
postwar years; the Nazi and Communist parties; Hindenberg’s 
appointment of Hitler as chancellor in January 1933; Hitler’s 
victory in the elections of March 1933; the Nuremberg Laws 
(1935); the Munich Pact (1938); the nonaggression pact between 
Germany and the Soviet Union (August 1939); and the outbreak 
of World War II (September 1939).

The reports for 1941-1944 provide a detailed look at German 
military capabilities and strategies both in the aftermath of 
Germany’s early victories and in the later years of Allied military 
successes. Equally important are extensive documentation and 
analyses of German internal political affairs, German relations with 
Axis and neutral countries, and the social and economic impact of 
the war on Germany. Containing both raw and analyzed intelligence 
in the form of notes, memos, letters, cables, and finished reports, 
the G-2 Regional File “Germany” includes material from the 
Military Intelligence Division itself, as well as the FBI, the Bureau of 
Economic Warfare, the operational commands of the U.S. military 
services, and several other sources.
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COMPREHENSIVE DOCUMENTATION
ProQuest® History Vault U.S. Military Intelligence Reports collection offers comprehensive documentation of developments and 
events in the key nations of the world during the period from World War I to the final campaigns of World War II.

After World War I, the U.S. military developed a sophisticated intelligence gathering capability. Concerned with much more than 
strictly military intelligence, American military attachés and their staffs reported on a wide range of topics, including the internal 
politics, social and economic conditions, and foreign affairs of the countries in which they were stationed. The files in this module 
reveal that the same careful attention to detail that characterizes military matters like mobilization and deployment of troops, was 
also applied to military intelligence reporting on political and diplomatic affairs, including social and political unrest, the influence of 
propaganda and the press, and the rise and fall of the major political and military figures of the day. The intelligence reports in this 
module include interviews with military and government officials, evaluations of political parties and movements, and eyewitness 
coverage and analyses of military action.



Italy, 1918-1941

The U.S. Military Intelligence Reports on Italy offer a unique 
perspective on Italian politics and foreign affairs in the interwar 
period. Documents cover the rise of fascism and Mussolini, Italian 
aid to Spain, the Fascist “Conquest of Rome”; Ethiopia; the Italian 
judicial system; Italy’s relations with Germany; and conditions in 
Italy in the first days of World War II. 

Argentina, 1918-1941

The period of 1918-1941 was marked by political instability. 
Reports focus on political conditions in Argentina, including 
radical movements on both the left and right of the political 
spectrum, labor unrest, and elections. The reports also cover 
topics including international trade, economic conditions, and the 
status of the military. 

Mexico, 1919-1941

Mexico reports for 1919-1941 also have a heavy focus on political 
events, including extensive reporting on revolutionary groups, 
political parties, and elections in Mexico. There are also reports on 
Mexico’s foreign relations, agricultural system, and social conditions, 
including education and religion.

The Soviet Union, 1919-1944

The U.S. military intelligence reports on the Soviet Union for 
1919-1941 are an important source for any researcher interested 
in tracing the development of Soviet affairs. The reports provide 
valuable data on the major events of the formative decades of 
the Soviet Union: the civil war between Red and White forces; 
intervention by foreign troops following the assumption of power by 
the Bolsheviks; the organization of the Red Army; the purge of Red 
Army officers; the pact with Germany; preparation for war; and the 
surprise attack by Germany. 

The reports for 1941-1944 chronicle all of the major events of 
the eastern front. In addition, the reports contain rich material on 
Soviet industrial production during the war, on the attitudes of the 
Soviet citizenry toward the invading Germans, on the overhaul of 
the Soviet military leadership, and on all of the other developments 
that ultimately led to a Soviet victory and to the postwar reordering 
of European and world affairs.
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Biweekly Intelligence Summaries, 1928-1938

The biweekly intelligence summaries consist of condensed versions 
of the most important reports received by the Military Intelligence 
Division on the events that shaped the interwar years. Not only is 
the extensive coverage of developments in key nations of the world 
outstanding, but the summaries have special value in reflecting the 
U.S. military’s perception of world events in this volatile decade.

Combat Estimates: Europe, 1920-1943 and The Western 
Hemisphere, 1920-1943

The combat estimates prepared by the G-2 Branch of the U.S. 
Army are of particular value in understanding the West’s recovery 
from World War I and the lead up to World War II. The combat 
estimates for Europe and the Western Hemisphere from 1920 
through 1943 are a unique source of information on military 
establishments, capabilities, and strategies. More than a mere 
collection of data, however, the Army’s combat estimates for 
Europe and the Western Hemisphere offer a vivid picture of the 
military, political, and economic posture of future allies and enemies 
while also revealing the strategic concerns of the United States 
from 1920 through 1943.

Collection List: U.S. Military Intelligence Reports, 1911-1944:

• Argentina, 1918-1941
• Biweekly Intelligence Summaries, 1928-1938
• China, 1911-1941
• Combat Estimates, Europe, 1920-1943
• Combat Estimates, The Western Hemisphere, 1920-1943
• France, 1919-1941
• Germany, 1919-1941
• Germany, 1941-1944, Part 1: Geography, Population         

and Social Conditions, Politics and Government, Economy,   
and Finance

• Germany, 1941-1944, Part 2: National Defense, Army, Navy, 
and Military Aviation

• Italy, 1918-1941
• Japan, 1918-1941
• Mexico, 1919-1941
• Soviet Union, 1919-1941
• Soviet Union, 1941-1944

Explore more and save more with mix and match discounts 
on an array of ProQuest History Vault modules and 
complementary resources.

FOR A FREE TRIAL OR MORE INFORMATION, visit www.proquest.com/pdpq/historyvault, call 800.521.0600, or email pqsales@
proquest.com or marketing@proquest.co.uk outside of North America.


